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BAR BRIEFS
This would in truth be obnoxious to the hearsay rule. WIGMORt ON
EVIDENCE, Vol. 2, sec. ioi8. As stated by Shaw, C. J. in 1852, in the
case of Goul v. Norfolk Lead Co., 9 Cush. (Mass.) 338, "It is no
evidence whatever that the facts are as he formerly stated them, and
though appeals are sometimes made to the jury that it is so, it is the
province of the court to inform them that it is not so." To properly
charge the jury in this regard is of primary importance so that they
will not be confused as to the probative value of evidence offered.
Therefore the proper consideration can be secured only through in-
struction by the court as to the weight and effect of proved prior in-
consistent statements. Instructions which embody these general prin-
ciples are encouraged and are generally held to be sufficient and proper.
Nussbaum v. Louisville Ry. Co., (Ky.) 57 SW. 249.
P. JALMER BERGET
OUTLINE OF JUDICIAL COUNCIL BILL
The Judicial Council Bill, House Bill No. 216, introduced by the
House State Affairs Committee, may be summarized as follows:
Section i provides for establishment of the Council, consisting of
all Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, one Judge of the County
Court to be selected by the Supreme Court, the Attorney General, the
Dean of the University Law School, and five members of the Bar to
be selected by the Executive Committee of the State Bar Association.
This would make a rather large group, and there may, therefore, be
some objection on that ground.
Section 2 provides for terms of office, the members of Courts
retaining membership during their incumbency except the County
Judge and members of the Bar, who will be chosen for two years,
commencing the first Monday of January in odd numbered years.
Section 3 provides for organization, the Chief Justice to be presi-
dent and an Executive Secretary to be selected from within or with-
out the Council.
Section 4 provides for meetings at least twice a year, the first
meeting to be within six months after the act takes effect.
Section 5 makes it the continuous duty of the Council to seek the
simplification of procedure, the expediting of court business, and the
better administration of justice generally.
Section 6 empowers the Council to hold public meetings and hear-
ings, require the attendance of witnesses and the production of books
and documents, the District Courts being granted power to enforce
obedience to subpoenas and compel the giving of testimony.
Section 7 provides for organization of a bureau of statistics and
provides for reports from various officials of courts and public
institutions.
Section 8 provides for an annual report to the Governor, includ-
ing legislative recommendations and recommendations for change of
rules of court.
Section 9 provides for meetings of the Judges of the Supreme and
District Courts immediately following each meeting of the Council
for the purpose of considering the recommendations of the Council.
Section io provides that the expense incurred in work of the
Council by members of the Supreme and District Courts shall:be deem-
ed expense in. their official positions, and that expenses of other
members. of the Council shall be paid. out of the State Bar Fund.
Section i i repeals acts or parts of acts in conflict with the bill.
